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ABSTRACT
Storytelling Strategy is a newly designed strategy to increase the listening ability of State Secondary School Kupang,
Indonesia. The problem of this research is to what extent storytelling strategy is useful to increase students’ listening ability.
The aim of this research is to describe how storytelling strategy is useful to increase students’ listening ability. The method of
this research is classroom action research. This research study conducted in two cycles in tenth grade of SMA N 9Kupang in
the academic year 2011/2012.The result of the research of the first cycle showed that 12.4 % students whose learning
achievements were good and 87.6% students were not good. In the second cycle, the researcher revised the plans and the
impact were there were 94.6 % students whose learning achievements were good. Based on the results of this research, the
use of storytelling strategy can increase students’ listening ability. It is suggested that using storytelling strategy in teaching
listening motivate students to increase their listening ability.
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INTRODUCTION
Learning English involves four language skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Those skills are the basic
skills of learning English as a foreign language. Among these four skills, listening has regarded as a preliminary skill. Anderson
and Lynch, (1988:25in Polly 2002: 6) say that we are listeners long before we are speakers. These are accepted because
understanding spoken language through listening is the first activity done by human beings since they were born. Thus,
listening becomes a preliminary skill not only in daily life but also becomes in school especially for learning English as a
foreign language. Krashen and Terrell (1983 in Nalley 2009:109) say that students listen to a teacher using the target language
communicatively from the beginning of instructions, and communicative activities prevail throughout the course. They listen
to him throughout the instruction to comprehend his explanation or command.
As stated above, listening as a preliminary skill has a basic knowledge of the listeners to what they hear. Peck (1989 in
Cook 2010:7) says that when students listen to a story, they use their critical listening skills and learn the structure of the story.
Students understand the spoken language through finding the fact and opinion of the story that they may accept it is true.
They think critically as they listen. They compare the idea of the speaker or the storyteller to determine whether that idea is
good or bad for them to pursue. Anderson & Foley, 1998; Cooper, 2007; Dupree, 1993 say that in our fast-paced society,
storytelling helps children become better listeners and learners. In this term, a listener can be a better listener who critically
thinks to what he hears.
SMAN 9 Kupang is located in Jl km 12, Lasiana, Kelapa Lima subdistrict, Kupang Mayor.
FRAMEWORK
Storytelling and Listening
There are some theoretical concepts related to storytelling and listening. About that concept, Peck, 1989 (in Cook 2010:7)
said that when students listen to a story, they use critical listening skills and learn the structure of the story. Critical listener
understands the spoken language through finding the fact and opinion of the story that he may accept it is true. They think
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critically as they listen. They compare the idea of the speaker or storyteller to determine whether that idea is good or bad for
him to pursue. “In our fast-paced society, storytelling helps children become better listeners and learners” (Anderson & Foley,
1998; Cooper, 2007; Dupree, 1993). In this term, a listener can be a better listener who can critically think to what he hears.
Also, Craig et al., 2001(in Cook 2010:10) said that results of the studies regarding storytelling and the results of the studies
looking at read-aloud similarly show that these strategies improve students’ listening skills.
Carlson (2008) said that storytelling is used to motivate children to improve listening skills and to introduce young people
to good literature. Storytelling provides a good or vivid class situation in which students are motivated to listen because Ellis
1991:1-2 (in Murjani 2010:5) points that story is motivating and fun. Storytelling provides strategies to motivate students to
learn. Getrude (1970:81) says that perhaps the most important pedagogical factors are the lack of experience and practice, but
teacher establishes an environment, readiness for listening, and children are intrinsic motivators. The difficulty of listening
has caused by lack of practice and experience, but the class situation or environment is also important to motivate students
to increase their listening ability.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This study aimed to examine whether the use of storytelling strategy to increase the listening ability of tenth-grade
students of SMA N 9 Kupang was effective to make them successful in their learning. Besides that, it also aimed to provide
information whether the class has motivated by using storytelling strategy in in schools especially for increasing the listening
ability of the students. The researcher suggested using storytelling strategy to create a comfortable learning so that the students
are motivated to learn a listening subject.
METHODOLOGY
The design used in this research is classroom action research. This classroom action research was carried out in SMAN 9
Kupang, which located at Jl. Km 12, Lasiana, Kelapa Lima sub-district, Kupang mayor. This school is a quiet village and near
the researcher’s place, so it is easy to reach. The researcher has conducted this classroom action research for 2 weeks on 23rd
and 27th July 2011. One cycle conducted in one meeting and every meeting had two hours of 90 minutes of classroom
activities.
The subjects of this research study are 10th-grade students of SMAN 9 Kupang in the academic year 2011/2012. The
researcher chose class C as the subject of the research because students’ listening score was low. The mean score of the
listening test of 24 students was 2, 12 in which the highest score was 4 and the lowest score was 0. There were 20, 8% students
got score 0, 12, 5 % students got score 1 and 2, 41, 6 % students got score 3, and 12, 5% students got score 4. The procedure
of this research was as follow:
Planning
The planning of the research consists of some steps: First, making the lesson plan based on the syllabus. All activities
while practicing this strategy arranged in the form of a lesson plan. Second, preparing the story. The researcher used a story
entitled “Brehmen Town Musician.” Next, preparing teaching media such as the picture of the story. Then, preparing a sheet
for the classroom observation. Some indicator of the assessments of the observation sheet were pre-learning, learning, a
strategy of learning, teaching media, student’s motivation, learning assessment and closing. The last, preparing a test. This test
consisted of understanding the text and literary concept.
Implementation
The researcher told the story to the students. The researcher gave a short explanation and guided the students to
understand the instruction and do the test. The researcher gave a test related to the story that being practiced. The researcher
asked the students to answer questions of the test.
Observation
The observation did during the teaching and learning the process. In this step, English teacher of the tenth grade of SMA
N 9 Kupang worked as the observer and the researcher as the acting teacher who did the teaching and learning the process.
The observer observed all activities happening in the classroom. Some aspects observed namely; pre-learning, learning,
strategy of learning, teaching media, student’s motivation, learning assessment and closing. The result of the test and the
observation analyzed in this section.
Reflection
The researcher act as teacher collaborated with English teacher as the observer to evaluate the teaching strategy that
carried out. Both researcher and observer found out the strengths and weaknesses of the strategy that carried out. In this
stage, the result of the observation and the result of the test used as a basic consideration to conduct the next action.The
researcher revised the plan in the event of the action in the first cycle did not have any improvement in the process of teaching
and learning such as students’ motivation and participation and their listening test. It can be concluded that the researcher
had to do the next cycle.
There were three steps of analyzing the data that have used in this research study. It was described as follow: Identifying
actions that support the attainment of listening ability through observation and counting the mean score of each cycle and
establishing effective action through reflections based on observation and test results.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This research studyhas conducted in SMA N 9 Kupang at the 10th-grade students of Class C..
Cycle 1
Planning
The planning of the research consisted of some steps: Making the lesson plan based on the syllabus. All activities during
practicing this strategy were arranged in the form of a lesson plan.
Preparing the story
The researcher chose a fable under the title “Brehmen Town Musician.” This fable consisted of funny events. In
preparing classroom observation sheet, there were some indicators of the assessment of the observation sheet. Those
indicators were pre-learning, learning, a strategy of learning, teaching media, student’s motivation, learning assessment and
closure. When preparing a test, this test related to the story “Brehmen Town Musician.” This test consisted of understanding
the text and understanding the literary concept.
Implementation
The researcher told the story “Brehmen Town Musician” to the students. The researcher used different sounds or voices
for different characters such as cat’s sound, dog’s sound, cock’s sound and donkey’s sound. The researcher gave the sound of
cat mewed, the dog barked, cock crocked and donkey brayed to make the students were interested in listening to the story.
After telling the story, the researcher explained some unknown words. The researcher gave a short explanation, guided the
students to understand the instruction, and did the test. The researcher gave a test related to the story that was being practiced.
The test consisted of understanding the text and understanding the literary concept. The researcher asked the students to
answer questions of the test.
Observation
Based on the result of the observation, there were some problems faced by the students. Those problems were the students
not ready to listen to the story and those students were not interested in listening to the story. Some students were busy to
do the task of another subject. The students were not enthusiastic to learn. They were bored to listen the story.
The result of the mean score of the students that there were 4.1% students got score 0, 4.1% students got score 2, 37.5 %
students got score 3, 33.3% students got score 4, 4.1% students got score 5, 12.5 % students got score 6 and 4.1% students
got score 7. There were 80.1% of the students whose learning achievements were not good. Based on the result of the test
and the observation above, we can conclude that the strategy that was practiced in the first cycle was not successful.
Reflection
Based on the result of the observation and the test above, both the researcher and observer did a reflection and found
that there were some weaknesses in the implementation of the action in this cycle: The students were not ready to listen the
story. In pre-learning, apperception did not help the students become ready to learn. The students were not interested in
listening to the story`. They were busy to do the task of another subject. The students were not enthusiastic to learn. They
were bored to listen the story. The mean score of the students was very low. The mean score of the students was 3.79.
The researcher revised the action that can be used to support the attainment of listening ability in the second cycle. Based
on the student’s mean score and observation result in the first cycle above, the researcher realized this research had to be
conducted in the second cycle to get a good attainment of listening ability. Some actions had to be revised in the second cycle
such as Apperception in pre-learning. The researcher provided a good apperception to stimulate students to learn. The
researcher related to the material of learning to some real events to stimulate students to learn. Teaching Media. The researcher
provided teaching media such as the picture of the story so that students were interested in listening to the story. Cheerful
and enthusiastic about learning. Building a cheerful and enthusiastic of learning so that students were motivated to listen the
story. The researcher used some expressions of the story such as sad expression, happy expression thus the story became
more vivid and the class situation were comfortable.
Cycle II
Planning
The planning of the research consisted of some steps: making the lesson plan based on the syllabus. All activities during
teaching and learning process were arranged in the form of lesson plan. Preparing the story and teaching media. The researcher
still used the same story “Brehmen Town Musician” but preparing a picture of the story as a teaching media. Preparing a sheet
for the classroom observation. Preparing a test for the second cycle.
Implementation
In pre-learning, the researcher provided a good apperception to stimulate students to learn. The researcher related to the
teaching material to some real events to stimulate students to learn. The researcher told the story to the students. The
researcher gave the sound of cat mewed, dog barked, cock crocked and donkey brayed to make the students were interested
to listen the story. The researcher used different sounds or voices for different characters. The researcher built a cheerful
and enthusiastic about learning through using some expressions of the story such as sad, scared and happy expression. The
researcher also used a picture of the story as a teaching media to make students were interested to listen the story. The
researcher gave a short explanation, guided the students to understand the instruction, and did the test. In this section, some
unfamiliar words were introduced so that students understood the story clearly. The researcher gave a test related to the
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story. This test consists of understanding the text and understanding the literature. The researcher asked the students to
answer questions of the test.
Observation
Based on the observation result, there was any progress of the implementation of the action. The class situation became
more vivid and students were enthusiasm to listen the story. They were more active to listen the story.
The result showed that there were 4.1% students got score 5, 8.3% students got score 6, 37.5% students got score 7,
37.5% students got score 8, 12.5% students got score 9. Student’s mean score increased from 3.79 in the first cycle to 7.45 in
the second cycle. It can be classified as student’s progress because the lowest score the students got in the first cycle was 0
increased in the second cycle was 5. The highest score in the first cycle was 7 but in the second cycle was 9. The mean score
of the first cycle and the second cycle increased was 3.66. Below the table that represented the result of the test of cycle 1 and
2.
Table 1
The result of the test of cycle 1 and 2.
Score
Number of
Cycle
Students
Highest
Lowest
Mean
Completeness
I

24

7

0

3.79

12.4%

II

24

9

5

7.45

95.8%

2

5

3.66

83.4 %

Progress

4. Reflection
The researcher collaborated with English teacher as the observer to evaluate the teaching strategy that was carried out.
Both researcher and observer found that all teaching and learning process was good. The class situation became more vivid,
and the students were enthusiasm listen to the story. They were more active to listen to the story. Student’s mean score
increased from 3.79 in the first cycle to 7.45 in the second cycle. It can be classified as student’s progress because the lowest
score the students got in the first cycle was 0 increased in the second cycle was 5. The highest score in the first cycle was 7
but in the second cycle was 9.
Based on the observation and test result, there was any improvement in the students’ listening ability, so it can be
concluded that the researcher did not have to do the next cycle. Storytelling strategy that being practiced in the second cycle
was successful.
The result of the preliminary observation showed that student’s listening ability and student’s motivation to learn listening
were low. The mean score of the listening test of 24 students was 2.12 in which the highest score was 4 and the lowest score
was 0. There were 20.8% students got score 0, 12.5 % students got score 1 and 2, 41.6 % students got score 3, and 12.5%
students got score 4. Furthermore, the result of preliminary observation showed that some students did not participate actively
in teaching and learning process. They were busy to do the task of another subject. They did not like listening lesson; they
were bored with the teaching strategy that was not interesting. This teaching and learning process supported the researcher
did an effective learning that made students were comfortable to learn. The researcher decided to use storytelling strategy to
increase student’s listening ability. At the end of each cycle, the researcher gave a test to know student’s listening ability and
observed student’s motivation.
Cycle I
The researcher did the actions that might solve the problems of student’s listening as stated before in research finding.
The researcher used a fable “Brehmen Town Musician” which consisted of funny events. The result of the implementation
of the action showed that the strategy that was practiced was not successful. It was represented by the result of observation
such as the students were not ready to listen to the story. The students were not interested in listening to the story. Some
students were busy to do the task of another subject. The students were not enthusiastic to learn. They did not like the story.
The mean score of a listening test was 3.79. There were 4.1% students got score 0, 4.1 % students got score 2, 37.5 %
students got score 3, 33.3% students got score 4, 4.1% students got score 5. It can be calculated that there were 80, 1%
students whose learning achievement were bad. Based on the result of the test and observation above, we can conclude that
the strategy that was practiced in the first cycle was not successful.
Cycle II
The result of the reflection of the first cycle as stated above had some weaknesses such as the students were not ready to
listen to the story. The students were not interested in listening to the story. Some students were busy to do the task of
another subject. The students were not enthusiastic to learn. They did not like the story.
The researcher established effective actions that were different from the actions in the first cycle such as the researcher
provided a better apperception than the first cycle to stimulate students to learn. The researcher related to the teaching
material to some real events. The researcher provided teaching media such as a picture of the story so that the students were
interested in listening to the story. Building a cheerful and enthusiastic about learning so that students were motivated to
listen to the story. The researcher used some expressions of the story such as sad expression, happy expression thus the story
became more vivid and the class situation were comfortable.
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The observation result of the second cycle showed that the class situation became more vivid and the students were
enthusiastic listen to the story. They were more active listen to the story. The result of the test showed that there were 4.1%
students got score 5, 8.3% students got score 6, 37.5% students got score 7, 37.5% students got score 8, 12.5% students got
score 9. It can be calculated that there were 95.8% students whose learning achievements were good. Based on the result of
the test and observation above, we can conclude that the use of storytelling strategy to increase the listening ability of tenthgrade students of SMA N 9 Kupang was successful.
CONCLUSIONS
This classroom action research was conducted to increase the listening ability of tenth-grade students of SMAN 9 Kupang
in the academic year 2011/2012 through storytelling strategy. This research study was conducted in two cycles. The
implementation of the action in the first cycle was not successful because the students were not ready to listen to the story,
the students were not interested in listening to the story. Some students were busy to do the task of another subject. The
students were not enthusiastic listen to the story. They did not like the story. Furthermore, there were 16.6% students whose
learning achievement were good and 80.1% students were bad. The mean score of the students was 3.79. In the second cycle,
the researcher revised the implementation of the action and the impact was the class situation became more vivid and the
students were enthusiastic listen to the story. They were more active to listen to the story. Also, there were 95.8 % students
whose learning achievement were good. The mean score of the students was 7.45. Considering both observation and test
result in the second cycle above, we can conclude that, the use of storytelling strategy to increase the listening ability of tenthgrade students of SMA N 9 Kupang was successful. Based on the result of this research study, the researcher suggested using
storytelling strategy in many schools to increase the listening ability of the students. The researcher suggested using storytelling
strategy to create a comfortable learning so that the students are motivated to learn the listening subject. An English teacher
can use this strategy to make the class situation become more vivid and increase students’ grades.
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